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D. WALKER 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: December 12, 2001. 


The time is 1925 hours. This is Battalion Chief 


Malkin of the Fire Department Safety Battalion. 


I'm conducting an interview with Firefighter first 


grade Dan Walker of engine 216, who is detailed to 


212, regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 


We are in the quarters of 212 and there is 


nobody else present in the room where we are 


having this interview. What follows now is the 


interview. 

QO. Go ahead and tell me what you want. 

A. You know, we were in quarters that day. We 
saw it on TV, we saw that the first tower was on fire. 


At that point, a bunch of members went up on the roof 


and I went into the house watch. They actually 


witnessed the second plane striking the tower from the 


roof here, because you can see right across the river. 
I saw it in the house watch on TV. They were showing 


that that had happened. 


We got a ticket shortly thereafter and 
responded -- I was getting off for the day actually. I 
don't know if they hired me minimum manning or what 


technically was going on. I jumped on the rig, officer 


told me I was on overtime. I got on the rig and we 


went. We 


came out i 


the traffi 
being on £ 


getting th 


shot right 


there that 
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responded basically down under the BOE and we 


n front of 207 over there on Tillary Street. 


Everything was wide open. They had shut off 


c already, I guess because of the first tower 


ire. At that point -- it was a little tough 


rough traffic there, but at that point we 


over, I guess that's the Brooklyn Bridge 


comes into -- whatever it is that comes into 


Flatbush Avenue. We shot right over the bridge and all 


of downtown was shut down, so we had no traffic at 


all. 


east of Ch 


We wound up parking on Liberty Street, just 


urch. So we were actually on the southeast 


corner th 


we grabbed 


re where we parked. Right over there. Then 


all our gear and we proceeded west down 


Liberty St 
feedback f 


recall tha 


the buildi 
lobby of t 


own safety 


reet past 10-10. At that point we got some 


rom some guys in 10-10. I don't really 
t -- what was said there. But we went inside 
ngs on Liberty Street. We walked through the 


hose buildings in order to, you know, for our 


We walked down by the pedestrian bridge on 


West Stree 


north into 


t and that is when we went across, headed 


the -- we basically went into the hotel. We 
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staged in the hotel lobby there and our boss went off 


to find some sort of command post or to find out who 
was in charge in the lobby there. They brought up some 
water and stuff for us. A couple of cases of water 
they were bringing up. 

We weren't in there too long, when our boss 
came back and told us we were going to walk up to the 


70th floor of the north tower, to loosen up your gear, 


lighten up your coat, open up your coats and take off 


your hoods, because we are walking up and it's going to 


take over an hour, hour and a half to get up there by 


his estimate. Lieutenant Brosnan was the Lieutenant 


that day. 


So I grabbed some water, we did what we had 


to do, picked up our gear again and we started heading 


through the lobby north into the north tower. We 


entered into the lobby of the north tower and we 


basically turned to the right and now we were headed 


east and we passed through all the -- there was a whole 


row of revolving doors there, which I guess is the only 


way in and out at that point to that part of the 
building. 
We then proceeded, I don't know how far. 


There was maybe 25, 30 yards ahead, there was a 
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corridor there where you could go left or right. We 


were just before that when Lieutenant Brosnan then 


staged us there, and he was trying to find a stair well 


I think at that point. He staged us there, he said 
wait here. Don't go anywhere, stay together, don't 


move, stay right here. 


So he then -- at that point there were a lot 
of pedestrians, civilians leaving the building, passing 
right through where we were. He walked back toward the 


tower as far as I can recall across the hallway and 
back towards the lobby of the tower and he no sooner 


disappeared into the crowd than there was a big 


rumbling noise. Everything started shaking and the 
wind started blowing. 

The wind was incredible. It had to be, I 
don't know, I would say like at least 50, 60 mile an 


hour winds coming through that hallway, through that 


corridor. Everybody, of course, starts running. 
Civilians were running, we are running, you are just 
trying to get away from this tremendous noise and 


wind. 


At that point we still headed east and from 
what I can recall, we made a left and there was all 


these shops down there. We ran by these shops and you 
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know, pretty much the wind just picked everybody up and 
just knocked you right down. 


QO. Really? 


A. Everybody wound up on the floor and I think 


it was basically because of the wind, because I can 


remember whoever was in front of me, I don't know which 


guy was in front of me. It was me, myself, Vinnie 


Picciano, Joe Galasso, Jimmy Murphy, Eric Berntsen. We 
were all together and one of those guys was in front of 
me and he fell down. Other people I can remember were 
falling down. 

I just said to myself, you know, I don't want 


to fall down. Like feet don't fail me now. I can 


remember going to jump over that guy and that was it. 


q 


The wind just laid me down. I didn't get hurt. That's 


what struck me. It's not like I fell with a thud. 


Like I tripped over something. It was like the wind 


was blowing so hard that it just kind of picked me up 


and laid me down softly. 

QO. Really? 

A. As far as I can think it over in my mind, you 
know. 


Next thing I know I'm kind of rolling around 


on the floor and getting blown down the hallway. The 
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windows are breaking, the lights are going. Lights 


went out, people are screaming. I mean it was 
horrible. 

Now we are in complete darkness. I hada 
radio because I had control. I had the control 


position that day, so I had the radio. I had a pretty 


good flashlight with me. We just started calling out 


to each other, you know, 212, 212. We kind of rallied 
the five of us. We found each other. We weren't far 
from each other. We were all together. We got 


together and we made sure we were all okay. We had the 


five of us and then people were moaning and one lady 
started screaming. 


There were other emergency personnel down 


there. I don't know who they were or what units they 


were with or what they were, Port Authority or FBI or 


EMS. I don't know who they were, but there were a 

few. At least two or thr other people down there and 
I think one of those guys, it must have been, grabbed 
this lady that was screaming and going hysterical and I 


just remember him screaming back at her, telling her to 


shut up. Because we could have gone into a panic. 


We had a lot of people. I don't know. It's 


hard to recall how many people were there and now, of 
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course, it's pitch black and even now I put my 


flashlight on, you couldn't see anything because of the 
dust. The flashlight was -- 
QO. Useless? 


A. Basically useless. I could shine it down on 


the floor to see my footing, to make sure that I wasn't 


going to trip over anything or if I was coming on some 


steps or a hole or whatever. That's why I had the 
flashlight down at the floor. Basically that was the 
best I could do, because pointing it forward you 
couldn't see anything because of the debris, the dust 
floating around. 

So we told everybody to grab onto somebody 


next to them. I had four or five people hanging off of 


me. We were all together at this point basically. We 


rallied all the people that were there. The other 


emergency workers, I don't know who they were or where 
they were, but we kind of said okay, Fire Department, 
don't worry, we will get you out of here, not knowing, 


of course, what had happened. 


I thought myself that the lobby -- they were 
talking about the elevators wer looked like they 
were going to come down. The elevators weren't 


secured. We did hear that over the radio as we were 
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coming up on the towers from the dispatcher, I think 


gave that information out over the radio. 


So I thought that the elevators in that lobby 


of the north tower had come crashing down, because you 


just can't imagine that these buildings were going to 
come down. 


QO. Absolutely not. 


A. At that point that's what I was going under 


the impression, that the lobby of the north tower had 


collapsed in some way. Whether it was the elevators or 


whatever. It seemed to me like it was right behind me 


and of course the other tower is on the other side of 
the plaza. So anyway, we grab all these people and 
everybody is holding on to somebody and we just start 
walking. You don't know which direction to head, and 
you lost all sense of where you were or where you were 
heading. 

I can remember walking into a wall and coming 
up to a wall and I shined my flashlight up on the sign 


of a store and some woman that was standing next to me 


was like, I know where we are, I know this store, I 


know where we are, we have to go this way. I had no 


idea where we were, so I went with that. I said okay. 


Let's go. 
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As I turned there was now a whole crowd of 


people in front of me, 


basically and I had to break through 


to -- okay, 


let me through and I had 


because sh 


becaus 


this crowd of peopl] 


know, and nobody el 


lse had a flashlight. 


don't know at that point. 


people. I got to 
started walking. 
Q. The oth 


r members wer 


with 


too from 212? 


were together a 


I know. I don' 


A. Yes, we al 
split up. That's al 
split up or what. Al 
know where we ar We 


the crowd. 


I had the flashlight, 


said go to the right 


I had 


to get through 


you 


so I 


I 


It was a good crowd of 


the front of the crowd and we just 


you at that time 


nd somehow we got 


know how we got 


ll I remember is 


f 


started walking that way and I wound 


this crowd of peopl 


As we wal 


from looking back at maps a 


where I was, 


headed east and we went ove 


of 5 World Trade Center. 


there. 


got to go this 


e. 


lked furt 


I think -- what 


Now there 


is all big glass 


that lady saying I 
way and we all 


up in front of 


her through the hallway and 
nd trying to figure out 

I know we did was we were 
to the Church Street exit 


There was an escalator 


on the street 
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level there going from the floor to the ceiling, so as 
we are coming down the hallway, even though there is a 
lot of dust and stuff flying, I mean when they say 


there is light at the end of the tunnel I know what 


they mean now because now we could start to see the 


light. So we start heading towards the light and 


that's where we came to this escalator at the bottom of 


where now s the thing what I figured out about the 


building and one of the things that's weird is that on 


West Street you are at street level. At Church Street 


you are one level below grade. 

Of course I didn't realize that's what was 
happening at the time, but, so now we are at one level 
below grade and there is an escalator there and now we 


let all the civilians that were with us. I think it 


was me and Joe Galasso and Vinnie Picciano that wound 


up at the bottom of that escalator. There were one or 


two guys that might have been cops. One guy maybe. 


Now we let all these civilians go. 

I could still picture them walking up the 
escalator stairs. Of course nothing was working, 
because all the electric is out. Glass all over the 
place and I can remember looking down and this one lady 


-- it's funny the things we remember. I remember 
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looking down and watching her feet and she had no shoes 
on, just her stockings, and walking through the glass 
to get out. 

I'm sure as I think back on it that she 
didn't even know that she was walking through glass. 
All these people, I don't know if it was 50, hundred, 


or 150 people, just kept up the escalator and out to 


Church Street, where they headed probably towards Vesey 


Street at that point. 
Now we are standing there and we are 


wondering what do we do now. We were missing two guys 


that were with us when the officer staged us. There 
were five of us. Now there were only three of us. We 
are missing those two guys. Our officer now had gone 


off to find the stairwell or whatever, so he is missing 


from us. Those are the main guys that we are concerned 
about. 

So we went back in and it gets a little fuzzy 
here, but we probably went down that hallway so we 


probably headed back west down that corridor and we did 


a search of the PATH trains, that I went myself and I 
think Jimmy Murphy. Again, we talked about it when we 
got back here. We actually walked down. There is a 


whole bank of -- it's got to be like 12 escalators or 
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so, that go down into the PATH train there under 5 
World Trade Center. 


Me and Murphy actually went all the way down 


and we got to the bottom of the stairs and we are 


calling out and we are hearing nothing, and nothing on 


the radio, because I had a radio. I tried to call 


people. I was getting a couple of little things that I 
heard that were all garbled. 

QO. What channel were you on? 

A. I think I was on Channel 1. In the 
building. Guys that I have spoken to afterwards said 
that under the best of circumstances, from the lobby 
sometimes you could talk to somebody on the 70th floor 
and you couldn't hear the guy on the second floor. So 


they said it was always tough there with 


communications. 
I was hearing nothing on the radio. I gave 
up on calling people because there was no response. We 


were calling out in the hallway, we got no responses. 


We went down into the PATH train, calling out, anybody 

here, anybody need help. No responses down in the PATH 
train. We just looked at each other and we were like, 

you know, this is not good. Let's get out of here. 


The other guys were at the top of the stairs waiting 
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for us. 

Now we walked back up to the top of the 
escalators there to go down to the PATH train and we 
walked back towards where we had been inside. 

Finally we are calling out, we are calling 


out, we hear somebody calling us. We go back, I don't 


really know which direction, I think we headed mor 
towards the south. Now I think there is like two other 


corridors that cross the corridor that we were walking 


in from the west to the east, but I still haven't seen 


a map of downstairs there, so I'm not sure. 


Anyway we hear this guy calling us. We go 


back towards him. He is like an EMS guy. I'm not sure 


exactly who he was or why he was down there, but he had 


a helmet on. I think he was an EMS guy, big guy and he 
has a civilian under a pile of debris. 

I think the debris came from the ceiling 
tiles right above him. Some of the guys are saying 


they think it actually came -- that he came through the 


floor. I don't think he came through the floor because 


I don't think he would have survived. I think he was 


just in the corridor and got hit with stuff, where he 
happened to be, the ceiling came crashing down and he 


was piled onto like, hanging ceiling tiles and the grid 
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that they hang that on, was on top of him, plaster and 
lath and all that kind of stuff. 


He was underneath the pile of stuff, but it 


was heavy because that guy couldn't get it off of him. 
So now there is the five of us. Somehow -- again, this 


I found out afterwards. The other two guys had taken 


some of the people and they went out to the north. 


They exited to Vesey Street through the north is Vesey 


Street. They went out that way with some people when 
we went to Church Street. That's where we got split 
up. But they came back in too and we all wound up 


together when we found this guy. We kind of heard them 


calling us and we all kind of met back probably the 


same place where we split up and we all walked together 


and we found this guy and we all now dug him out and 
got the debris off him. He was pretty banged up and he 
was a pretty big boy. 


There was a little store. Of course there 


were all stores there. The store across the way 


q 


started to go on fire. [wo of our guys actually 


grabbed a line from one of the lines that the building 


has. Started maybe trying to put the fire out, but 
that was kind of a waste of time. It wasn't like a big 


fire. Just some of that hanging stuff was starting to 
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burn, but it was lighting up the area, which was kind 


of good so we could see what we were doing. I. 
I went into the store. It was like a little 
shoe store or something. I did a search in there. All 


the alarms were going off and stuff. It was pretty 
crazy. I grabbed a chair because we didn't know how we 


were going to get this guy out. I grabbed the chair 


out of the store and everybody is like oh, great, great 


idea. We put the guy in the chair and we start 


carrying him out. Again it was the five of us, maybe 


this EMS guy and I think a cop was helping us. 
We put him on the chair. It was a long way 


that we were in and he was a pretty big guy. We 


switched off. We had like four or five guys carrying 
him. We stopped and the other guys jumped on and they 
carried him the rest of the way. That's when we -- now 


we got to a point of like -- I know we got to go this 


way towards Church Street and one of my other guys, my 


friend, was like we got to go this way. 


I'm like well, I know we got an exit this way 


and he is like well, I know we got an exit this way. I 
was like, let's not stand here and talk about it. You 
got an exit, let's go. We went his way and now we went 


out to the north. We went to Vesey Street, which as it 
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turns out, wound up being a better way to go, because 


there was only a couple of steps to the street level, 
whereas on the other side, it was that escalator -- we 
were one level below grade. So we only had to carry 


this guy out up a couple of steps and it was a very 
gradual incline. We carried him out. 


We go out the door of 5 World Trade Center, 


which we are now just east of where West Broadway comes 
in and we came right out of these doorways, right 


across from the US Post Office building is where we 


came out. 


We came out the door. When I walked out the 


door, I looked up, because when we were going in, it 
was a horrible scene. It was like a war zone already 
before the first collapse. There was stuff all over 


the floor, debris and what have you, body parts. 


We knew that there were jumpers, we knew that 
people were jumping, we knew that stuff was coming 


down. Now walking out the building again we are a 


little concerned. I look up and I could see there is a 
big overhang that goes all the way around these 
buildings. I see the overhang ahead of me as I'm 


looking towards Church Street and we go to the left. 


We are going now towards Vesey, towards the Post Office 
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building. We are going across the street. 


What I didn't realize was that overhang goes 


all the way around the building. I didn't realize I 


was still under the overhang. 


But in my mind I said if 


IT hear anything coming down I'm going back towards that 


overhang for protection. Next 


thing you know, we 


didn't walk 25 feet and it starts rumbling. You know, 


again, you don't even imagine this is what's 


happening. 


The other building had already completely 


collapsed and now the building that you are standing 


under is comple 


to me. I'm just thinking that 


tely collapsing. It didn't even occur 


stuff is falling off the 


side of the building and I want to get under cover. 


So we got the guy on the chair, we put him 


down and lucky for him I guess, he was under the 


overhang. We left him kind of at the corner of the 


building. We ran back in. He 


here, the north corner wher 


was right at this corner 


World Trade Center. 


there is the cut out of 5 


We ran back towards the doorway that we had 


just come out 


I'm saying i 


inside when 


of, and couldn't 
it was 50, 60 mil 


he first tower col 


I mean the wind now. 


les an hour when we were 


llapsed, now it was like 
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hurricane winds, it's like a jet engine. As I'm trying 
to get in the doorway it's getting worse. I couldn't 
get even through the doorway. The wind is like, 


errrrrrr, like a jet engine coming out of that 
doorway. It was incredible. 


So I kind of got blown a little to the side 


and I wound up right in the corner of there was this 


huge beam behind, I guess it was like a marble facia 


and I can just remember getting down on my knees and 
covering up with whatever I could do. I'm holding on 


to my helmet and I'm watching this debris fly out this 


door and I mean every bit of it is going straight. It 
doesn't matter what it was. Rocks or dust or whatever 
it was. It was just going straight because of the 


force of the wind. 
I wound up huddling in this corner while this 


building came down. Joe Galasso I know followed me and 


I guess Murphy was there somewhere too. That the three 


of us went back towards the building and the other two 


guys went across the street. Thank god they are okay, 


but now they were out there when all the debris was 


coming down. I just sat in that corner, said my 
prayers. I thought I was going to die. 


Joe says he was holding on to me, but he let 
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go of my coat and the wind caught him and blew him, I 
don't know, 40, 50 feet. 


QO. Really? 


A. Yes, because the wind, I mean when I say it 


was like a jet engine coming out that door, it was like 
a jet engine. It blew him and Murphy maybe 30, 40, 50 
feet away from me where I kind of stayed right in that 
corner, right next to the doorway where the wind was 
coming out. 


You know, then it stopped. I mean I don't 


know how long it took. I heard guys that have seen 


tapes of it coming down that said it took 30 seconds. 


I don't know. Doesn't seem to me that it could be that 


quick, but that's what I was told. It did actually not 


¢ 


take that long. The noise stopped. The wind stopped 


and it was pitch black. I didn't know if I was buried 
or what. I'm thinking I'm buried because I can't see 
anything. 


I'm looking up and then little by little you 


start to hear people calling out. Anybody there, 


anybody help me or whatever. I found Murphy and 


Galasso. The three of us wound up together and it was 
like, let's keep moving. We didn't know what had 


happened. It could come down again. It's not safe 
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here, we have to clear the area. We lost track of the 
guy in the chair because you couldn't see anything. We 
couldn't see anything. 


We just start stumbling over stuff and trying 


to make our way out of there. I can remember walking 


pretty much -- again, it's partially what I remember 


that day and partially what I put together afterwards. 


I remember walking across the street and banging into 


another fireman who was with a rig that was right 
there. I don't know what company he was, but it was 
right in front of the Post Office. 


He is telling me help me find my helmet. 


Help me find my helmet. He apparently dove under the 


rig for safety and lost his helmet under there. I'm 


like, help you find your helmet, let's get out of 
here. Forget your helmet. So he is looking for his 
helmet and we again continued on. 


Now as he is asking me to help me find his 


helmet, I can see Joe and Murphy continuing on. I 
wanted to stay with them. I catch up to them. We 
headed up West Broadway towards -- just going north and 


at that point Murphy was asking somebody, he was a few 


steps ahead of me, he was asking somebody, I guess, 


where do we go. I don't know what he was asking the 
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guy, but I noticed the guy pointing down the block. 


Murphy goes down the block. It turns out it 


was Duane Street and that's where 7 engine is. So I 
guess the guy was saying there is a fire house right 


here. So I head that way too. There is the fire 


house. We wind up in 7 engine. We start taking our 
gear. We are covered. I'm sure it's the same old 
story everyone is telling you. Covered from head to 
toe in dust. I got crap in my eyes, my eyes are 


killing me. I can't breathe. The stuff that was 
coming down I was choking and puking back by the 
building. 


Got our gear off, jumped in the slop sink, 


rinsing off, cleaning up. Now we are just like, we are 
just stunned. I still didn't actually know that both 
buildings had completely collapsed. Guys are coming in 
and they are grabbing gear and they are grabbing my 
gear and they are grabbing radios. Some guy took my 
radio. A guy took my flashlight. Somebody took my 


turnout coat. Guys were just coming in to get down 


there. 


I made a phone call. I called my family and 


q 


let them know I was okay. Then you just kind of 


wandering around and they start to set this area up as 
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a triage area and doctors were coming in and nurses are 
coming in. I started choking again. This is after a 
half an hour or so. Choking and I'm choking so bad 
that I can't breathe. I felt like I was going to throw 
up again. 


I got to the sink and I'm rinsing myself out 


again and drinking a little water. This doctor grabs 


me and he is like hey, let me look at you. Get over 
here. I said what. He says were you down there? I 
said, yes, we were down there when it happened. He 
says you were down there when it happened? I'm like, 
yes. He said, let me look at you. He is checking my 
eyes, he is looking in my throat. He says you got to 


go to the hospital. 


I felt fine. I'm sure I was in shock. He 


says you got to go to the hospital. I said I don't 


want to go to the hospital. He is like you got to go 


to the hospital. You could be in cardiac arrest, you 
could this, you could that, respiratory failure, starts 
hitting me with all this stuff. 


Next thing you know it's me -- oh, I forgot 


that as we were there the thr of us showed up; me, 


Murphy and Galasso. We are like where is everybody 


else. We thought they were all gone because we thought 
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we were gone. About 15 minutes after we show 


Berntsen and Picciano walk in. The same fir 


d up, 


hous 


They came up, I think the other str 


-—- I don't know. What's the other street over 


ther 


Maybe Broadway. 


Q. They came up Church. They actually 


A. Because they ran across the street a 


came up 


nd went 


east. They got a little banged up because th 


out on the street, but they survived too and t 
walking in about 15 minutes after us and we we 
happy to see each other, of course. A little 

this doctor grabs me and he puts all five of u 


ambulance and another officer, a Lieutenant fr 


truck or 24 engine and Chief King, actually, f 
Safety Battalion and the 7 of us, they sent us 
hospital over in Forest Hills. That was basic 
We were done. 

They threw us on the ambulance, sent 
the hospital. I was probably in the hospital 


quarter to 12. That is basically it. 


y wer 
hey came 


re all 


bit later 


s on the 


om 24 


rom the 


TO a 


ally it. 


us to 


by 11:30, 
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A. But it was the situation. 


Q. You lived through both building collapses. 
A. Yes. 
Q. There was the first obscuring of everything 


and then there was the second obscuring and the 


rumbling and all that. You lived through both. Lucky 
guys. 


A. The whole company got out. We were in three 


different places. We had the chauffeur was with the 


rig. We had the officer had gone to find a stairwell 


and the five of us. So the officer wound up actually 
hooking up with some guys from 238. I found this out 
later on. 


That he went out to the West Street side 


somehow. They had a hard time getting out because it 


was the collapse of the south tower, I think, I'm not 


even sure, but it obstructed West Street. 

QO. Yes, very much. 

A. We were lucky because we went out to Church 
Street and Vesey Street. It was all wide open. Of 


course until the second tower came down. Even at that, 


I think it mostly went northwest and we were on the 
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northeast in away. We were north in the middle, but 


we were -- 5 World Trade Center is actually a little 


east of the tower. We were lucky in that respect. 

He wound up with engine 238 and a couple of 
guys from that company and we wound up going up to 7 
engine. I mean one company, three different locations, 
and we all came home. Guglielmo, the chauffeur, 


Lieutenant Brosnan and then me, Murphy, Picciano, 


Berntsen and Galasso, all came home. 

Q. Do you remember seeing any command posts or 
any Chiefs? 

A. No, because we went in, I think the -- I'm 


not sure where the command post was. But when we were 


going in, we were underneath the pedestrian cross over 


bridge. I saw, when I looked to my left, coming across 


West Street was just 50, 60 of the brothers were 


coming. They were using that -- the cross over for 


protection. They were all crossing the street 


underneath that bridge and I don' 


ct 


know where they wer 


coming from or who they were or what companies they 


were with. That's when we just went across and went 
right into the building. 
I don't know who Lieutenant Brosnan spoke to, 


but he spoke to some Chief in the lobby of the Vista 
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Hotel. I think that was the first time we were near 


anything that was a command post or anything like 


that. I don't really know the locations. 


The only company I know is that Lieutenant 


Brosnan wound up hooking up with 238 and other than 


that, we were basically on our own. The engine that 


was across the street in front of the Post Office, I 


don't even know who that was. Again it was after both 


collapses. Everything was covered. I didn't even know 
who it was. 


Q. What do you remember about the handy talky? 


Like before the first building collapsed, and it was 


just fires and they were trying to get organized and 


everything, do you remember anything over the handy 


talky, like assigning companies, anything, was it 


chaotic? 

A. You know, I really don't remember hearing 
much radio transmissions. We were in the building. 
Even after the only time I started to try to contact 


anyone or whatever, it was after the first collapse. 


At that point we were in the basement. I could hear a 
couple of garbled transmissions. I called out, engine 
212, Mayday. I think I gave a Mayday. I'm sure I gave 


a Mayday. 
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I got no response. But I could hear another 
two guys trying to talk to each other. I don't know 
who they were or what they were trying to say. 


Q. Did you ever get an order of somebody 


mentioned -- I think the officer said at some point he 


was told to switch to channel 3 because that was going 


to be the channel in number 2 World Trade Center? 


A. No. 
Q. Basically you stayed on Channel 1? 
A. Yes, I was on Channel 1. I never changed the 


channel and I really didn't hear much radio 


transmission. 
Q. Anything else? 


A. No, I'm just lucky to be alive. 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: Lucky to be alive. 


Word. Okay. Where is my little speech I have to 


make. I thank Fireman Walker for this interview. 


The interview now concludes at 2001 hours. 


